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WHOLE  SCHOOLING
Strengths and Needs of Our School

_______________________________    _____________________________      ________
School Name


     
      Your Name & Position (Optional)       Date
DIRECTIONS  Identify specific activities, programs, work we do in our school or your class related to each principle in the left column. In the right column, indicate what you think is needed to improve the school and your class under each principle. 
1. Empower citizens in a democracy: I involve children in sharing power and decision-making in the daily life of the classroom. Democracy is an integral part of the culture of a school among adults engaging in collaboration among staff and in partnership with parents and the community.

Positive strategies being used





Needed improvements




2. Create learning spaces for all. I work to organize the space of the classroom in ways that can support effective teaching practice and learning for all students. I create space that encourages children to work together, have places to be alone, and provide materials for all ability levels to use in an efficient manner.

Positive strategies being used





Needed improvements




3. Include all in learning together. All children learn together across differences of culture; ethnicity; language; academic, emotional, and sensory-physical abilities; gender & age. I assure that students are not segregated based on ability or other characteristics. 

Positive strategies being used





Needed improvements


4. Build a caring community . Teachers work  to build a sense of community in their classrooms. Teachers use numerous strategies to build mutual caring and support among their students. When students engage in behaviors that are challenging, staff understand these are expressions of underlying needs of students and seek to help students find positive ways to meet their needs. Staff make commitments to caring for and supporting all students in the school.
Positive strategies being used





Needed improvements


5. Support learning. Our school uses specialized school and community resources (special education, title I, gifted education) to strengthen the general education classroom. Support personnel collaborate with the general education instructor to include children with special needs in classroom activities and to design effective instruction for all students. They do not use ability grouping or teaching children at the back or side of the room. All struggle to provide proactive supports to meet needs of students with behavioral challenges.
Positive strategies being used





Needed improvements



6. Partner with families and the community.  Our teachers seek to build genuine collaboration for learning with families, community members, and resource organizations. They seek to engage the school and students in strengthening and improving the community. 

Positive strategies being used





Needed improvements


7. Teach using authentic, multi-level instruction. Teachers design instruction for diverse learners that engages them in active learning in meaningful, real-world activities at multiple levels of ability, providing scaffolds and adaptations as needed. Multi-level instruction means that teachers expect students to function at a range of ability levels, each being supported and encouraged to move to their next level of competence. 
Positive strategies being used





Needed improvements


8. Use technology to facilitate student learning. We use technology in a variety of ways that include: helping students to learn to use computers, tablets, and phone apps for a wide range of tasks. We use assistive technology well to help learners with special needs. We also use artificial intelligence to accomplish tasks. In the process students become technology literate. 
Positive strategies being used





Needed improvements


9. Assess students to promote learning. At our school we use authentic, curriculum-based assessment is used to determine what students know so that learning strategies can be targeted to help them go to the next level of performance. Systematic tools are also used to help understand how a student best learns to target instructional strategies most effectively.
Positive strategies being used





Needed improvements
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